"By BOB BECK 

The Columbian 
_ Southwest Washington's only 
war between Indians and 


from the town of Steven- 
It was a short but bloody 
affair. 

In 1855, Washington Territory 
_wasa smoldering volcano, ready to 
erupt in violence at any time. The 
many Indian tribes, loosely united 

under the leadership of such great 
chiefs as Kamiakin of the Yakimas 

_and Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox of the 

“Walla Wallas, conducted a council 
of war and vowed to stop the 
Migration of white settlers and 

Miners who were forcing the 

Indians from their ancestral lands. 

y mene) several Killings jx reced- 
the.actual catalyst that led to 

an war of 1856 was the 

of A.J. Bolon, an Indian 

from Vancouver, who had his 


)iand the Upper Cascades, at 
Base of a small tll about one 
of Stevenson. 


The ‘band of Yakima and Klicki- 
raiders struck without 

ng on March 26, 1856, attack- 

sy ‘three settlements simulta- 

D | 
“The military had no troops at the 
Upper Landing when the attack 
urred at 8:30 a.m. Shooting 

: high nearby, the 
Indians kept up a steady fire on the, 


steamer Mary, the first! 
ng ogee te 


throat cut by several ndiar , one 


of whom was a nephew of 


kin. 

After Bolon’s slaying, the 
made several punitive 
against the Indians north o 
Dalles and around Yakima, b 
results of the skirmisies 
inconclusive. 

The strategic importanos 
area from Stevenson do 
through Lower Cascades h 
recognized in the early 18 
the U.S. Army established 
posts throughout the 
The Army moved. 
cades area in 1855 to 
military portage r 


establish forts at 
cades, the Middle 


Meanwhile, other India 
laid siege to Fort Rains, 
bl 


quarter-mile upstream ‘f 


soldiers held out until 
the next day. tlp a 


At the Lower Cascades, no li 


were lost, as the sett 
downriver to Vancouver. I 
the attacking Indians 
’ village and burned it to | 
Early on March 27, tl 
ship Belle was disp 
Fort Vancouver with a 
soldiers, led by Lt. Philij 


